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St Thomas of Canterbury Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027

	Date this summary was published
	21st July 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	21st July 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs Katie Worton-Geer/Ms Emma Scott

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Mrs Katie Worton-Geer

	Name of local music hub 
	Bishops Stortford Music Centre (Hertfordshire Music Service)

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Our Music curriculum is based on the Kapow Music Scheme of work.  The Kapow Scheme provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year group in the school. It is ideal for specialist and non-specialist teachers and provides lesson plans, assessment, clear progression, and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to support every lesson. The Scheme supports all the requirements of the national curriculum.
In line with the curriculum for music and guidance from Ofsted, this Scheme moves away from the previous levels and learning objective/outcome concepts to an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to musical learning.
Ofsted have stated that “We will not always know the learning outcomes” so segregated learning objectives at the start of each lesson are not appropriate. Instead the interrelated dimensions of music weave through the units to encourage the development of musical skills as the learning progresses through listening and appraising, differing musical activities (including creating and exploring) and performing.
How the Scheme is structured
Each Unit of Work comprises the strands of musical learning which correspond with the national curriculum for music:
1. Listening and Appraising
2. Musical Activities
b. Warm-up Games
b. Optional Flexible Games
b. Singing
b. Playing instruments
b. Improvisation
b. Composition
3. Performing

Every class receive at least 45 minutes of discreet musical teaching and learning per week, taught by the class teacher.  Children in the Early Years will receive at least 30 minutes of discreet Music teaching and learning per week.  In addition to this children in Year 2 receive 30 minutes per week of instrumental teaching on their recorders and children in Year 5 receive 30 minutes per week of instrumental teaching on their ukuleles.  
Singing is a big part of every curriculum Music lesson and this is supplemented by weekly singing worship where we come together as a school to sing and explore our faith. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	At St Thomas of Canterbury School we have a KS2 choir.  This ensemble meets weekly and they have support from the music department at the local private school. It is a non-auditioned ensemble meaning that everyone is welcome, no matter their ability/level of achievement.  
We work increasingly closely with Hertfordshire Music Service and Bishops Stortford Music Centre.  They, along with the other 11 Music Centres in Hertfordshire, offer many musical opportunities, running ensembles and performances for a huge variety of instruments.  If you would like to find out more about what is on offer then please visit their website here: https://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/music-centres-in-hertfordshire/music-centres-in-hertfordshire.aspx 


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	· All children in KS1 and 2 attend weekly singing worship
· We have a music teacher for one session per week via Herts Music Service which all children from year 1-6 benefit from.
· Children in the EYFS and KS1 perform in Christmas productions to the rest of the school and to parents/carers
· Children in KS2 perform productions at the end of the academic year to the rest of the school and to parents/carers
· The choir have the opportunity to perform termly in singing worship, as well as participating in one large concert per year where they form part of a collective choir – either the Hertfordshire Schools’ Gala or Young Voices.
· The children join with other choirs for Trust events
· The choir are working with a local private school music department
· Music enrichment days provided by local private school music department



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Over the next academic year we aim to:
· Arrange more opportunities for children to experience high quality music as audience members, both within school and externally (rock steady, HMS partnership, HCM partnership)
· Increase the thematic links between our Music curriculum and the rest of the subjects being taught in each year group
· Firmly establish our choir as part of the school community and embed fun, inclusive activities within rehearsal time
· Increase performance opportunities for all children, both within curriculum Music lessons and outside of these
· Establish links with our feeder secondary schools to create opportunities for musical engagement with them
· Improve our communication with parents, firstly by producing a leaflet containing information about our whole school Music offer
· Continue to build on and improve the accessibility of curriculum Music for children with SEND
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