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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Executive Headteacher: Mrs M Keating
Acting Head of School: Mrs W Clark
PARENT FORUM MEETING 
	DATE: 04/02/2026

	STAFF PRESENT: Mrs Keating (MK); Mrs Overett (EO); Mrs Sellers (WS)

	REPRESENTATIVE PARENTS FROM: Reception; Year 1; Year 2; Year 4



	· The meeting opened with a prayer
· Context 
· Purpose of Parent Forum explained – to provide the opportunity for parents to give their input and views
· Successfully implemented in other Trust schools
· Reminded of importance of working together in partnership; Memorandum of Understanding discussed
· Communication Strategies - do they work?  
· Currently using lots of different forms of communication, namely Seesaw; Tapestry; Newsletter; Social Media; Curriculum Letters; Generic
· Important to get these channels right and ensure parents don’t get overwhelmed or confused
· Tapestry and Seesaw discussed in depth – along with the pros and cons of both. Some of the parent representatives preferred Tapestry and some Seesaw, for different reasons.  Tapestry – parents like the weekly summary and the fact they get notifications, however they do not get alerted if their message has been read or received.  Parents mentioned that they receive updates but not pictures which they would like. Seesaw – parents like the interaction element but don’t find it particularly intuitive. They don’t receive notifications and it can sometimes log them out.  Those parents with siblings feel it would be very helpful to have just one App but recognise this may not be practical. 
· Week at a Glance – parents find very helpful
· Arbor – discussed at length; some parents like it, some really don’t.  Main reasons for not liking Arbor are that is not found to be intuitive and is laborious for parents wanting to purchase different products for different children.  WS will feed these concerns back to Arbor to see if there is anything that can be done
· Link for dates – a suggestion was made to provide a link on any dates provided in written communication that can automatically update parent outlook calendars.  WS to look into this and feedback at next meeting
· Times Table Rockstars – request for passwords to be emailed as they are frequently getting mislaid. EO confirmed this would be actioned
· Homework – a parent provided positive feedback on receiving homework “on paper” particularly due to the addictive nature of tablets. 
· Personal Development – Junior Duke discussed and its benefits. Parents agreed this was a lovely way of supporting children on their personal journey and made children feel special and valued.  Any daunting tasks could be managed and adjusted to suit the child and provide them with challenges that relate to their development. One of the parents suggested the PTA would be happy to assist with fund raising an event to support challenges should this be of interest
· Oracy – a big focus across the Trust – MK explained the purpose and rationale was ultimately to ensure children develop and enrich their speech and language
· Other Business
· the possibility of an art class as a therapeutic exercise for children
· positive feedback received on the Year 6 / Reception “Buddy” system which builds good relationships as part of the children’s development
· positive feedback received for the before school maths classes, children love coming to these. Can we consider further early morning clubs (eg Phonics) when children are not so tired 
· Date of next meeting: Tuesday 21st April 26 at 14:30 
· Date of following meeting: Tuesday 23rd June 26 at 09:00 
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