
St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School 


Feedback & Overall Summary of Pupil Voice  Interviews – Held 20th June 2022


Four Governors, Jenny Giles (Foundation Governor), David Lang (Foundation Governor), Owen Myers, (Parent Governor) and Jerry Walsh (Foundation Governor / Vice Chair of Governors), undertook interviews of pupils on 20th June 2022 in the lower hall at St Thomas’.

Format of interviews
The pupils formed into groups.  The Governors led the discussions through a series of questions and the pupils provided lively, enthusiastic, and thoughtful responses. The discussions and feedback from each group are outlined below.


Discussion led by Jenny Giles

Group of 6 pupils (Yr3, Yr4 and Yr6)

Talk about the Catholic life of the school:
· In a Catholic school, you feel closer to Jesus/God.
· Longer RE classes.
· More praying (3 times a day).
· Great to learn about new religions (eg Judaism, etc.).
· On special Saints’ days, it is nice to learn and concentrate more on the particular saint of the day.
· Before the pandemic and churches closed, it was lovely to be able to go across the road to our catholic church to attend mass and just to be able to visit inside the church, sitting/kneeling to pray for a few moments.

What do you enjoy at school:
· History – particularly Ancient Greek which was very interesting.
· Music and Computing – one pupil’s mother is a music teacher and her Grandad is very good on computers so helps her a lot.
· Art – printing and painting, we love all the different artwork that we are given to do.
· Design and Technology – loved making models, wooden templates.  Pupils showed some of their wooden templates, some small pots made on the pottery wheel and some pottery masks.

What comments would you make about the Pandemic:
· All of the lockdowns interrupted school life.
· Having to work from home on computers.
· Too much time working on computers was not really good for you (eye strain and headaches).
· Unable to see your friends and mix with each other.
· Having to be in class bubbles.
· Struggled with class work generally – it took longer to read a book.


What could be improved:
· Being able to go across the road to visit the church (when it reopens and repairs have been done).
· Bigger ‘girls’ bathrooms.
· More play equipment on the bottom field.
· Selling flip-flops at school to make some money and then being able to wear them during the summer months.


Discussion led by David Lang

Group of 6 pupils comprised 3 reception pupils (2 girls, 1 boy), 2 Yr1 (2 girls) and 1 Yr2 (girl).
 
What do you enjoy doing at school:
· Drawing (with crayons), art, making things (aeroplanes, trains, etc.).
· Playing at lunchtimes.
 
Reading:
· All said that they felt that they had progressed over the previous year.
· All said that they took their reading books home and read with mother/father/grandparent.  Two also said they read alone at home (one last thing at night and bedtime story and one first thing in the morning when they woke up).
· Yr2 girl said that she was now allowed to read on her own at home.
 
Maths:
· All said that they had improved in the last year (with all giving varying examples of how they had improved).
 
Sports:
· Mentioned basketball, football, running, multi-sports and hockey.  All were proud to tell me of their achievements, but none mentioned participating in any school teams.
· Tiger cheerleading also mentioned (together with the question as to whether this counted as a sport).

Safe at school:
· All said that they felt safe at School and understood that should they not feel safe then they should speak to a teacher. 
 
Happiness /wellbeing at school:
· Overall very happy.
· When asked what they would do if there were sad, they all understood that they should go and talk to a teacher about what was making them sad.

 Forest School:
· All very positive (especially the Smoors – digestive biscuits and marshmallows on a stick and melted on the fire).  All aware of the dangers of fire.
· Loved having their Forest School nicknames and being outdoors (both as a school lesson and as an after-school club).
· Some remembered planting trees (but not all).  


Discussion led by Owen Myers

Group of 6 from year 5 & 6 Class. 

What is good about the school:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Teachers are great and really supportive. 
· As it is a small school everyone gets to know each other really well. 
· Forest schools is really enjoyable and unique part of the school.
· School lunches.
· Inclusive of different needs for different children.

How safe do you feel at school
· All spoke convincingly about how safe the school environment is and how much they love coming to school. Talked about how they would go to find a teacher if they noticed something unusual, or that other pupils were struggling. 

What subjects do you enjoy most
· DT and Art – all of the pupils were very eager to share their work.
· RE – it has been great to learn more about other religions.
· Maths – all students spoke passionately about their love of maths.

What could be improved about the school
· Getting to go to the local church.
· Bring back the swimming pool!
· More IT equipment.


Discussion led by Jerry Walsh

Group of seven comprised 3 girls and 4 boys across Reception & Yrs 1& 2.

Is School a nice and safe place to be:
· The pupils looked forward to coming to school and seeing their friends and felt safe when at school. When asked what they would do if someone was being unkind to them or their friends, they immediately responded that they would tell the teachers or other staff who would stop it.  When asked if it was easy to talk to their teacher about things, the response was positive, with one of the pupils saying that the teachers were “kind and helpful”. 

Catholic Life of the School:
· Pupils were asked if anyone was involved in volunteering groups who help the whole school community.  The pupils were aware of the Chaplaincy Team who they say often read prayers at assembly. The pupils were also aware of the Sports Committee but not able to give examples of what it did.  However, they felt they were too young to get involved in volunteering activities at this stage.

What Subjects are enjoyed the most and progression:
· Pupils really enjoyed reading, music and art.  They enthused most about music, mentioning playing drums as a particular highlight.  Yrs 1 & 2 were able to articulate how they have progressed from their time in reception.  Now they can “do maths and not just “times tables”. Also, they can now read “more difficult books” and often take their books home to read with parents/carers.

If writing an advert for St Thomas’ School – what would you highlight:
· The pupils enthusiastically suggested the following.
1. Learning 
2. Helping each other
3. Kind teachers
4. Music
5. Playing in the big open spaces 
6. New Playing equipment
7. Good food from the canteen
8. Planting trees (part of Forest School activity)
9. School trips

Behaviour for learning:
· Reception pupils pointed out that they shared their class with nursery but that they could still “learn lots”. Yrs 1& 2 said pupils behaved well but that if it ever got too noisy the teacher would stop it. Reception also mentioned that they really enjoyed doing some lessons in the classroom they will be joining next year and getting to know their “teacher for next year”. 

Outdoor Activities and Trips
· Pupils really enjoy the opportunities of playing in the open spaces of the school and were very happy with the new play equipment and the improved outdoor play areas.  They mentioned trips they had or upcoming ones with the school e.g. Knebworth House Dinosaur Trail for Reception and Thornton County Park for Yrs 1& 2.  Such trips are obviously a highlight of the year for the pupils.  Forest School is a definite favourite also, where the pupils build on their social and team activity skills. 

Overall Summary

The pupils were engaging and confident, giving considered responses during our lively discussions. Pupils are very positive about St Thomas’ where they feel safe. They seem confident and comfortable in being able to approach teachers and staff on matters that concern them. The children appeared to be excited about the next school year and progressing in some cases to new class settings.
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