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        “Learn, Love and Respect Through Jesus”	

Friday 17th April 2026

Dear parents,  

Welcome back! I hope you had a wonderful and relaxing Easter break. 

Staffing 
Mrs Crowley and Mrs Hennessy will be supporting Year 1 and 2 this term. I will be teaching full time Monday to Friday. 

Curriculum 
Our R.E unit in the first half term will be ‘To the End of the Earth’. In this branch, pupils will learn about the events from Jesus’ Resurrection to the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and that St Luke recorded these in his Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. They will explore the story of Saul’s conversion and understand the fruits of the Holy Spirit (from Epistle to the Galatians). They will also learn how Christians believe the Holy Spirit helps people to pray and live well, and how these fruits are shown in the lives of saints and holy people. During the 2nd half of the Summer Term, we will focus on ‘Dialogue and Encounter’. Pupils will learn that the Church teaches Christians should work together in service of others. They will learn about Christianity in their local area by exploring their local Christian community. They will also understand how Christians where they live come together to support and help others in the community. 
Our prayer service is currently scheduled for the 8th of May 2:45pm.	

We will have daily maths lessons following White Rose Maths scheme. We will be focusing on multiplication and division, length and height and statistics. Learning times tables is also a regular part of our timetable. The children will each have a log in for Times Tables Rockstars which they are encouraged to engage with as frequently as possible to support them in learning their times tables. The times tables we will be focusing on this year are 2-, 5- and 10-times tables. 

English is also a daily occurrence, and we will focus on a range of genres including letter writing, narrative, and writing to inform. Our topics cover a range of written and spoken skills and will be based on exciting texts. We will also have some discrete sessions on grammar, spelling and handwriting. We will have group reading sessions three times a week. Oracy and spoken language will be a key focus. 

In History, our Big Question is ‘What is a Monarch?’ Pupils will learn what a monarch is and understand the roles of a king or queen, including the importance of the coronation ceremony and its key steps. They will study how William the Conqueror became King of England and how he maintained control, as well as how castles have changed over time. Pupils will also explore how the power of monarchs has developed and compare monarchies from the past with those of today.

In the second half of the Summer Term, our Big Question in Geography is ‘What is it like to live in Shanghai?’ Pupils will learn to identify and describe human and physical features in their local area and on maps, using simple directional language, aerial photographs, and atlases. They will explore where they live in the world, locating the UK, Europe, Asia, and China, and develop basic map skills such as using symbols and compass points. Pupils will also study Shanghai, comparing its human and physical features with their own locality to identify similarities and differences.

In Art and DT, pupils will learn basic clay techniques, including flattening, smoothing, rolling shapes, and making marks in clay. They will develop skills such as making pinch pots, joining pieces using scoring and slipping, and creating patterned tiles. Pupils will also design and make a clay house tile with recognisable features using both impressed textures and added shapes.

Our Science topic this term is ‘How does your garden grow?’ Pupils will learn to identify and describe the basic structure of common flowering plants, including trees. They will name a variety of wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees. Pupils will also observe and understand how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants.

Computing this term for Year 1 focuses on digital writing – using a computer to create formal text before comparing to writing non-digitally. Year 2 will focus on making music – using a computer as a tool to explore rhythms and melodies before creating a musical composition. Use of GarageBand and Chrome Music Lab.  
 
In PSHE, pupils will learn about building positive relationships by recognising special people, treating others with kindness, and understanding the importance of saying sorry. They will explore how to stay safe and behave responsibly both in real life and online, including understanding rules, boundaries, and when to ask for help. Pupils will also learn about their bodies, including similarities and differences, keeping clean and healthy, and understanding basic life cycles. 
 
Mrs Goode will be leading weekly music lessons following Charanga, a Herts for Learning scheme. Topics will include Your imagination – adding sound to a story. The orchestra – instruments in families – music through history, demonstrations and visitors. 

PE 
Our PE sessions will be Wednesday with me and Friday with Mr Kitteridge, our Sports Coach. The children are required to have their PE Kit in school every day and will not be permitted to wear their PE kit to school. Please ensure that all kit is clearly labelled and kept in a separate PE bag which can stay in school. Earrings must not be worn for P.E. (if they cannot be removed, please send in micropore tape to ensure they can be safely covered)

Homework and Spellings
A homework grid will be given out today; Choose at least 4 of the activities. If you would like to do all 6, that would be fantastic! Upload it to tapestry once you have completed them. If you would like to send any work into class, we will make sure that we share it with the other children. 

For year 1, we will follow our Little Wandle Phonics programme for spellings. The spelling sheets will be sent home each Friday for the children to practise what they have learnt in school that week. On Friday, the children will take part in an independent spelling test which assesses how well they have learnt the new spelling rule/ pattern. This will allow for independent application of new knowledge to further consolidate learning.

For year 2, we will continue to follow the Spelling Sheds scheme on a weekly basis. In addition to this, pupils will be given a selection of common exception words to practise at home. These are words that do not always follow standard spelling rules and therefore require regular practice to help children become confident and accurate spellers. Each week, children should focus on learning the words they have been given. On Fridays, they will be tested on a selected number of these words to check their ongoing progress and understanding. At the end of the term, there will be a cumulative assessment in which children will be tested on all the common exception words they have been learning throughout the term. Regular practice at home will make a significant difference to your child’s confidence and spelling accuracy. 

Other notices 
Children are welcome to bring a snack for break time, but these should be healthy snacks such as crackers or fruit rather than chocolate or crisps. Please ensure any food brought into school is completely nut free as we have children with severe allergies in school.  

Should you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me either in person or via email: 

missneary@stcanterbury.herts.sch.uk

I look forward to working with you all this term. 

Kind regards,



Miss Neary
Class Teacher
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