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EYFS Autumn Curriculum Letter

Dear Parents

Welcome back! I hope you all had a lovely summer enjoying the sunshine, a very warm welcome to all the new nursery and reception children and parents!  This term our class consists of 14 reception and 12 nursery children.  

EYFS Practitioners

	Miss Barley
	EYFS Class teacher 

	Mrs Clark 
	EYFS Class Teacher (Thursday am)

	Mrs Lapidge
	Teaching Assistant 

	Mrs Prosser
	Teaching Assistant 


Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

Our aim is to make your child’s learning experience exciting and enjoyable through delivering a creative and stimulating curriculum which is based on the skills highlighted in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.  Wherever possible all learning will be linked to a common theme.  Our initial focus is on settling your child into their new environment and ensuring they feel safe and happy in school. 
This half term’s theme will begin with ‘My Five Senses’. We focus first on getting to know our friends before learning more about our families. Following this we learn about the five senses which involves lots of fun investigations. This topic involves food tasting so please do make us aware if your child has any allergies. Our themes and topics front his point forward will then be based upon the children’s interests each week. The table below will summarise the focus skills for each area of learning this term:

	Area of Learning
	Nursery
	Reception

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	· To develop self-confidence and self-esteem.

· To make relationships.

· To have an awareness of the boundaries set, and of behavioural expectations in the class.  

· To develop independence and self-care skills.

	Communication and Language, Literacy
	· Develop speaking & listening skills.

· To enjoy reading and begin to understand and use basic reading vocabulary e.g. page, word.

· Learn to distinguish between different sounds in the environment, rhymes, songs and experimenting with instruments.

· Show an understanding of prepositions.

· Ascribe meaning to marks they make.
	· Develop speaking and listening skills. 

· To enjoy reading, start to use story language and develop an awareness of how stories are structured.

· To learn to hear and say 4 letter sounds/phonics each week (the children will have a sounds folder to reinforce this at home).

· To learn to blend and segment words with the sounds learnt.

· To learn to recognise and write own name.

	Physical Development


	· To develop confidence moving in a range of ways.

· To negotiate space successfully and avoid obstacles.

· Use one-handed tools & equipment; 

· Observe the effects of activity on their bodies.

· Develop independence and self-help skills.
	· Develop control over tools.

· Begin to use anticlockwise movement & retrace vertical lines.

·  Begin to form recognisable letters.

· To negotiate space successfully and change speed or direction to avoid obstacles.

· Develop awareness of the need for safety.

· Develop an awareness of the things that contribute to good health.



	Mathematics
	· Count, order and recognise numbers to 5 and then beyond.

· Recite numbers in order to 10.

· Show an interest in shapes in the environment.

· Begin to use positional language.
	· Count, order and recognise numbers to 5 and beyond if ready.

· Solving practical problems

· Find one more and one less from a group of up to 5 and then 10 objects.

· Begin to use mathematical names for 2D and 3D shapes.

· Recognise patterns.

· Order items by length or height.

	Understanding of the World (R.E.)
	· To know that God loves us and that we are all special.

· To begin to hear about God’s wonderful world.
	· To know that God loves us, he created us, he has asked us to look after the world and that we are all different and special.

· To hear about God’s wonderful world.

	Understanding of the World
	· To use investigative and explorative skills to solve problems.

· To design and plan.

· To develop ICT skills through using a range of ICT equipment.

· Talk about significant events in their own experience and talk about past and future events.  Begin to distinguish between past and present.

· Show an interest in the world in which they live and notice different features and change.

	Expressive Arts and Design
	· To be creative. 

· Develop imagination and imaginative play.

· Exploring media and materials.

· To plan own ideas and adapt own creative work where necessary. 

· To create music and dance.


Class Notices and Reminders

Equipment

· Reception will have an adult directed physical development activity every Friday morning for this first half term.  Please can your child’s P.E. kits be clearly labelled.  P.E. kits will be sent at the end of each half term to be washed and need to be returned the following Monday. Nursery will then begin PE sessions following October half term. 
· Nursery and Reception will have an adult led Forest School session every Thursday afternoon. Please provide a set of named waterproof trousers and jacket for this as we will be out in all weather!

· We use our Outdoor Area frequently, to support all areas of learning.  Please can you ensure your child has an old pair of wellington boots (named and kept in school), we use our outdoor area in all weathers!  

· We have a variety of small bikes, trikes and scooters.  It is essential that your child has a bicycle helmet (named) for health and safety, it you have any difficulty funding this please let us know.

Home Learning Activities
	Nursery
	Reception

	· Once settled and ready Nursery will have a library book, picture book or story sack to take home to share each week.  
	· Reception will also have a picture book/reading book when they are ready to share at home each week.  

· Reception will also have a sounds folder and home learning activity folder when they are ready. This will be updated every week. Please ensure this is left in your child’s book back each Friday to be updated. 


Reading

· Please read with your child at home as often as you can, using questions such as ‘what happened at the beginning/middle/end of the story?’ Discuss characters and the meaning of words, search for individual letters and predict what might happen next based on the illustrations. 
Snack Time

· All children in our class are given fresh fruit or vegetables for a healthy snack every day.  This initiative is funded by the government until your child is in Year 3. Additional snacks will be available in the afternoons, A suggested contribution for the additional snacks of £1 per week can be made online via SchoolComms.
Water Bottles

· The children may bring a freshwater bottle to school every day, which they can use throughout the day.  Water bottles can be purchased from the school office. Please ensure that water bottles are clearly named.

Worries or concerns

· You are always welcome to contact me to discuss any queries or concerns. Usually this would be done through daily contact in the classroom at drop off time, however at this time please feel free to make an appointment through the school office. 
I look forward to working with you this year and thank you in advance for your support. 
Kind Regards 

Miss Barley 

Early Years Class Teacher 

Forest School Leader 
SENCO 
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“Learn, love and respect through Jesus”                                                                    
