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        “Learn, Love and Respect Through Jesus”	

Friday 17th April 2026

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back! I hope you all had a happy and restful Easter break. It has been wonderful to welcome the children back into school this week.

Curriculum 

Our R.E unit in the first half term will be ‘To the ends of the Earth.’ In this unit, pupils explore St Peter’s story after the Resurrection, linking his forgiveness to his leadership in the Church. They learn about the Pope as his successor and the Church’s apostolic nature, including the role of clergy. Pupils deepen their understanding of the Church as the Body of Christ and study the Apostles’ Creed as a summary of faith.

After half term our unit is called ‘Dialogue and Encounter’, the children will learn about St Paul and his important role in the early Church, including his encounter with Jesus and his journeys to spread the Gospel. They will explore some of his writings and understand how he encouraged unity among Christians. Children will also learn about the Catholic Church as a worldwide community and how different Christians work together. They may look at other Christian denominations and celebrate the feast of St Peter and St Paul. The unit also introduces the Five Pillars of Islam to help pupils understand key Muslim beliefs and practices. Our class prayer service is currently scheduled for Thursday 18th June at 2.45pm.

This term in Maths, Year 3 and 4 will continue follow the White Rose scheme to support a clear and structured approach to learning. This term, pupils will develop their understanding of time, decimals and money, building confidence in applying these skills in real-life contexts. They will also explore shape, statistics, and geometry, including position and direction. Teaching will focus on deepening understanding, reasoning and problem-solving, in line with Year 3 and Year 4 expectations. Pupils will be encouraged to explain their thinking and use mathematical vocabulary accurately. Throughout the unit, children will build fluency alongside the ability to apply their knowledge in a range of contexts.

In English, pupils will explore Wolf in the Snow and The Iron Man, alongside writing persuasive letters and instructional texts. They will develop their skills by composing sentences orally, using command sentences, prepositions, conjunctions and direct speech, before planning, drafting, editing and publishing their own structured instructions with clear organisation and accurate punctuation.

In History, our topic is called ‘How did the achievements of the ancient Maya impact their society and beyond?’ The children will learn about the key periods of the Ancient Maya civilisation and place them alongside what was happening in Britain at the same time. They will explore how the Maya lived in the rainforest and the challenges they faced. Children will learn about Maya beliefs and the features of their cities. They will use evidence to make deductions about how these cities were organised and what life was like. Pupils will also consider possible reasons for the decline of the Maya civilisation. Finally, they will understand how historians and archaeologists help us learn about the past.

In the 2nd half of the summer term, our Geography unit is called ‘What are rivers and how are they used?’, the children will learn about the water cycle, including where water is stored and how it moves through different processes. They will explore the three stages of a river and identify key physical features. Children will locate major rivers and understand how rivers are used by people. They will also consider the challenges rivers face and describe both human and physical features of river environments. Pupils will develop map skills by locating rivers on OS maps and assessing environmental quality. 

In Art, our topic is called ‘Mega Materials.’ Children will experiment with new drawing techniques and take creative risks in their work. They will use shapes to create simple 3D designs and develop these into soap carvings. Children will learn to use tools carefully and make thoughtful choices when creating their work. They will also explore sculpture by bending wire and joining materials to create 3D pieces. Pupils will draw inspiration from artists such as Sokari Douglas Camp and El Anatsui, reflecting on how these influences shape their own creations.

In Design and Technology, the children will learn about designing and making biscuits, exploring their taste, texture and appearance. They will consider how biscuits can be created for different users and occasions. Children will follow recipes, measure and mix ingredients, and learn how to work safely and hygienically. They will also use a budget to plan and adapt their own biscuit recipes. They will evaluate their products and take part in discussions to improve their designs.

Our science topic this term is ‘How things work’ and will focus on the topics of Forces and Electricity. They will learn to identify everyday electrical appliances and build simple circuits using components such as bulbs, wires, switches and buzzers, understanding how circuits work. Children will explore conductors and insulators, recognising that metals are typically good conductors. They will also investigate forces, including how objects move on different surfaces and how magnets attract or repel. The children will carry out practical investigations, making observations, recording results and using scientific vocabulary to explain their findings. Throughout the unit, they will develop enquiry skills by asking questions, making predictions and using evidence to draw conclusions.

In Computing, the children will focus on the “Creating Media” strand. Year 3 will explore desktop publishing, learning how to create documents by combining and modifying text, images and page layouts for a specific purpose using Adobe Spark. Year 4 will develop their skills in photo editing, using tools such as Paint for Windows to manipulate digital images and reflect on the impact of the changes they make. Throughout the unit, the children will build creativity and confidence in using digital tools effectively.

In French, pupils will learn how to present themselves, including saying their name, age and where they live, as well as asking others similar questions. They will develop their understanding of adjectival agreement, gender and numbers up to 20. Pupils will also learn language for visiting a café, including greetings and how to order food and drinks. Through role play activities, they will practise speaking and listening skills in real-life contexts.

In PSHE, we will follow the Ten:Ten resources, the children will explore relationships, learning how others can influence their lives and how their choices can impact those around them. They will also study the topic of “Changing Me,” understanding how boys’ and girls’ bodies grow and change, and discussing the feelings that may come with this. The children will receive age-appropriate drugs education, helping them understand how to make safe and healthy choices. They will also learn about water safety and how to stay safe in and around water. In addition, sun safety will be covered, teaching children how to protect themselves in different weather conditions.

Mrs Goode will be leading weekly music lessons following Charanga, a Herts for Learning scheme. Topics will include Blackbird – music of the Beatles and the orchestra – instruments and families – music through history.

Our PE sessions will be Friday with Mr Kitteridge, our Sports Coach. The children are required to have their PE Kit in school every day and will not be permitted to wear their PE kit to school. Please ensure that all kit is clearly labelled and kept in a separate PE bag which can stay in school. Earrings must not be worn for P.E. (if they cannot be removed, please send in micropore tape to ensure they can be safely covered)

Forest School
Forest School will take place on Thursday afternoons starting next week until May Half term. Please ensure your child has their kit in school, including appropriate clothing, footwear and a hat/ suncream as we move into warmer weather.


Homework and Spellings
Homework will be set on a Friday via Seesaw and will clearly indicate if the work should be submitted online or in person. The children will continue to have two pieces of homework per week across all areas of the curriculum based upon what the children have learnt that week.  

We continue to follow the scheme Spelling Shed and weekly spelling rules and practice sheets will also be sent home each Friday for the children to practise what they will learn in school the following week. On Friday, the children will take part in an independent spelling test which assesses how well they have learnt the new spelling rule/ pattern. 

Reading and Times tables 
Regular reading at home is extremely important and helps children to develop fluency, comprehension and a love of books. Children are encouraged to independently bring their reading books home and change them regularly to ensure they are reading texts that support their progress and enjoyment. I also encourage frequent times tables practice using Times Tables Rock Stars, as this builds speed, accuracy and confidence in multiplication, which supports learning across the curriculum. Year 4 Multiplication Club will continue on Thursday mornings at 8.15am until May half term. 

Should you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me either in person or via email: mrsgilbert@stcanterbury.herts.sch.uk.  

I look forward to working with you all again this term.

Kind regards,

Mrs Gilbert
Class Teacher


High Street, Puckeridge, Herts SG11 1RZ
Tel: 01920 821450 / Email: admin@stcanterbury.herts.sch.uk
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